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| Linderstand a Historical Figure

| DIRECTIONS: Read the following fictional autoblography

[ of King Tutankhamen. Then answer the questions on the
following page.

- As Tlook back now from the realm of the gods, I
believe my most difficult time as pharach came when
\WlL 1 was 12 years old. I'd been king fox only three years
'S when I had to make an important decision. Should I
| open the shrines 0f Osiris and the other gods that
B King Akhenaton had elosed? Or should I follow
| Akhenaton’s example and insist that the people farget
8§  the ancient gods and worship only the god Aton?
i My vizier, Ay; told me that the priests, the army, and
§ many other people thought that Akhenaton was a
heretic who had no right o dlose the shrines. Ay also
warned that I would bring harn to the country if 1
2% K tumed my back on our ancient gods. Clearly, i 1 did not
"] open the shrines, I would make all of Egypt my enemy.

. On the other hand, I was part of Alhenaton’s
family. His danghter was to be my wife. If Topened
B  ihe shrines that he closed, I would make powerful
S cnemies within the family. The priests of Afon and
the court officials who had served Akhenaton
. would hate me,

For the good of Egypt, 1 knew Lhad to open the shrines once again. In those
days, I thought that I was young and could put off giving the order fo begin build-
ing my tomb. Now I see how an unpopular decision can shorien a pharach’s reign.

But I was a god, and gods don't fear death. Yet, even gods want their deeds
remembered. 1 am convinced that those who erase the names of past pharachs
from history are the ones who really harm Egypt. They had already begun on
Akhenaton. And I was right to suspect that they would do the same to me.

When Horemheb became pharaoch, he went about destroying every montument.
 ever built in my honor, That is why I was quite happy when the stonecutters ,
working near my tomb accidentally cavered the entrance. The tomb remained -
sealed for 33 centuries until it was discovered in 1922 by Howard Carter. . i
‘ (Continued) .
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- Of course, Carter’s team was theilled to find the golden death mask and

Ebrmmnmu of carved and golden objects. Bit what really delighted me was

their discovery of the wine jars. They hiad date labels that told them [ had ruled
years-urtll my death in'1322 B.C, Finaily; history would remember me

foF trying to do the right thing. I was'also pleased when they found my fan. An

Inscription on its handle told them how mnch I enjoyed hunting in Heliopolis.

Even goas have a human side, That was obvious, too, when they found that1 -

was once a chiid who had fun with a foy box, a paint set, and games.

. How long did King Tutankharmen reign, and whén &m he die?

. E.rmﬂ was the hardest decision of King Tutankhamen's lfe?

- Why was.this decision so.difficnlt?

. How old was King Tutandharsen when he faced that decision?

§. Using information in this autobiography, figure out how old King Tutankhamen was
i when he died.
1
£ 6. Why was King Tutankhamen's tomb undiscovered for 33 centuries?

. Who discovered King Tutankhamen’s tomb, and in what year?

. What artifactghelped date King Titankhamen's reign?

Hamourd Brags Schac! Publishern;

. What artifacts give us some personal information about King Tutankhamen? L35 W

Use after reading Chapter 3, Lesson 4, pages 150-155. ACTIVITY BOOK 29
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