Christianity

Christianity is the largest religion in the world, with about 2 billion
followers. It is based on the life and teachings of Jesus, as described in
the Bible’s New Testament. Jesus, a Jew, taught many ideas from the
Jewish tradition. Some biblical prophets had spoken of a day when a
promised figure wouild come 1o save all of humankind. By the end of
the first century A.D., many Jews and non-Jews had come to believe
that Jesus was the one who would make this happen. Now called
“Christians,” they spread their faith throughout the Roman Empire.

Christians regard Jesus as the Son of God. They believe that
Jesus entered the world and died to save humanity.

v Easter and Palm Sunday
On Easter, Christians celebrate their belief in Jesus’ resurrection, or his being raised to heavenly

life after he was put to death. The Sunday before Easter, Christians observe Palm Sunday. This
day celebrates Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Palm branches, like those carried in this
procession in El Salvador, were spread before him.
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Symbol According to the New Testament, Jesus was
crucified, or put to death on a ross. As a result, the cross

became an important symbol of Christianity. [t represents
the belief that Jesus died to save humanity,

lesus and the Disciples
lesus followers included 12 disciples, or pupils.
lesus passed on his teachings to his disciples.

Ihis painting from the 1400s shows Jesus with
ﬁ is disciples.

One of Jesus’ most famous sermons is the Sermon
on the Mount. In this talk, Jesus provided guidance
to his fellowers. His words were written down

in the New Testament, the part of the Bible that
describes the teachings of Jesus. In the following
verses, Jesus explains that people can be saved hy

opening their hearts to God and by treating others
as they would like to be treated.

Bt- Paul’s Cathedral
| was a missionary who spread Christian
efs throughout the Roman Empire. He
arted churches almost everywhere he went.
any churches today, such as this great
thedral in London, are named for Paul.

Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you
will find; knock, and it will be opened to
you. For every one who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks
it will be opened. Or what man of you, if
his son asks him for a loaf, will givehima ¢
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him
- a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know 1
. howto give good gifts to your children, .
how much more will your Father who is in
- heaven give good things to those who ask
him? So whatever you wish that men would
do to you, do so to them; for this is the law
and the prophets. , o

et

Matthew 7:7-12
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