Islam

Islam is a religion based on the teachings of the Qur'an, the religion’s holy
book. Followers of Islam, known as Muslims, believe that God revealed
these teachings to the prophet Muhammad through the angel Gabriel
around A.D. 610. Islam teaches that there is only one God—the same God
that is worshiped in Christianity and Judaism. In Arabic, God is called
Allah. Muslims also believe in the prophets of Judaism and Christianity.

In fact, Muslims traditionally refer to Christians and Jews as “people of the
book.” That is because Christians and Jews have received divine revelations
from scriptures in the Bible.

Today, most Muslims live in southwestern and central Asia and parts of
Africa. Islam also has many followers in Southeast Asia. Muslims show their
devotion by performing acts of worship known as the Five Pillars of Islam.
These include faith, prayer, charity, fasting, and a pilgrimage to Mecca.

¥ The Dome of the Rock
The Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem is one of
Islam'’s holiest sites. The rock on the site is the
spot from which Muslims say Muhammad rose
to heaven to fearn Allah’s will. With Allah's
blessing, Muhammad returned to Earth to bring
God's message to alt people.

A Muslim Prayer. =
Five timesa day—dawn, noon, mid-
afternoon, sunset, and evening—Muslims
face toward Mecca to pray. Like the people
in this photograph, Muslims stop what they
are doing when they hear the call to prayer.
Everything comes to a halt-—even traffic.
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 Ramadan

| puring the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims fast,
or do not eat or drink, from dawn to sunset. The

[ family shown here is ending their fast. The most
important night of Ramadan is called the Night of
power. This is believed to be the night the angel

[ Gabriel first spoke to Muhammad.

Symbol The crescent moon has become a symbol of
Islam. The symbol may be related to the new moon that
begins each month in the Islamic lunar calendar.

The Qur'an is the spiritual guide for Muslims.

It also contains teachings for Muslim daily life.
The following chapter is called the Exordium
(introduction). It is also called Al-Fatihah. Muslims
recite this short chapter, as well as other passages
from the Qur'an, when they pray.

In the Name of God, the Compassionate,
the Merciful

Praise be to God, Lord of the Universe,

The Compassionate, the Merciful,

Sovereign of the Day of Judgment!

You alone we worship, and to You alone

we turn for help.

Guide us to the straight path,

The path of those whom You have favored,
* Not of those who have incurred Your wrath,

Nor of those who have gone astray.

Qur'an 1:1-6
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