Judaism

Tudaism was the first major monotheistic religion—that is, based
on the concept of one God. The basic teachings of Judaism come
from the Torah, the first five books of the Hebrew Bible. Judaism
teaches that a person serves God by studying the Torah and living
by its teachings. The Torah became the basis for the civil and
religious laws of Judaism. The followers of Judaism, or Jews, also
believe that God set. down many moral laws for all of humanity
with the Ten Commandments. ‘
Today, there are more than 15 million Jews throughout the
world. Many live in Israel, where a Jewish state was created in 1948.

v Abraham
According to the Torah, God chose a Hebrew shepherd named

Abraham to be the “father” of the Hebrew people. In the 19th
century B.C., Abraham led his family to a land that he believed God
had promised them. This painting illustrates their journey.
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Symbol The Star of David, also called the Shield
of David, is a very important symbol of Judaism. The
symbol honors King David, who ruled the kingdom
of Israel about 1000-962 B.C.

i Rablbt

[ Rabbis are the Jewish people’s spiritual leaders
and teachers. A rabbi often conducts the services

in a synagogue, or Jewish house of worship. :

| Like the rabbi shown here, he or she may . The Book of Genesis is the first book of the

 also conduct the ceremony that marks Jewish i ' Hebrew Bible and of the Torah. Genesis tells
children’s entrance into the religious community. ; the history of the Hebrew people. It focuses on

‘ the individuals with whom God had a special

[ Western Wall relationship. In the following verses, God speaks to

j Many Jews make the pilgrimage to the Western & Abraham. His words express a promise of land and
 Wall, shown here. The sacred wall formed the : a special pledge to the Hebrew people.

 western wall of the courtyard of the Second _
Temple of Jerusalem. The temple was built in Now the Lord said to Abram [Abraham],

 the second century B.C. The Romans destroyed - "Go from your country and your kindred

it in A.D. 70. 4 and your father’s house to the land that
' : I will show you. And I will make of you
a great nation, and [ will bless you, and
make your name great, so that you will be
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you,
and him who curses you I will curse; and by
you all the families of the earth will bless
themselves.”

Genesis 12:1-3
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